Treatment of CNS dissemination in systemic lymphoma.
The frequency of central nervous system (CNS) dissemination in non-Hodgkin's lymphoma (NHL) varies and is dependent on NHL histology. More than 50% of patients with CNS involvement have advanced and progressive systemic disease. While CNS involvement at initial diagnosis may be treated curatively, treatment of CNS involvement in systemic relapsing or refractory lymphoma is challenging and most often palliative. Due to a paucity of randomized trials, treatment of lymphomatous metastases is not standardized. Nonetheless, treatment of LM entails administration of both CNS-directed and systemic chemotherapy that often includes high-dose chemotherapy regimens with stem cell support.